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News of West Orange County Serra Club – November 2011
6872 Spickard Drive
Huntington Beach CA 92647 
FUTURE EVENTS CALENDER
November 22, 2011 – MEETING CANCELLED 
December 13, 2011 - Christmas Celebration starting with Mass at 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 

followed by dinner at Khoury’s in Seaport Marina

January 10, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
January 14, 2012 Altar Servers Reception 10:00 AM at Holy Family Cathedral 

January 24, 2012 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 
February 14, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
February 28, 2012 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 
March 13, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
March 27, 2011 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 
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President’s Message

Mark McElrath, our Club President, suffered the loss of his mother this last week.   
After a lengthy illness, Cornelli “Bonnie” McElrath, age 88, died November 11, 2011.  Bonnie was long time St. Anne parishioner, since 1975.  She served on the parish council, liturgical committee and Building Committee, lectored, and was an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.  She was extremely close to Fr. Collins and Fr. Bob, and will be greatly missed.

Mark says his Mom experienced a holy death, and the funeral rites were moments of conversion for the family.   He wants to thank Fr. Bob for presiding over a beautiful vigil, the Serra Club members for their friendship during this time of loss for his family, and the entire parish community for their support.  He asks that each of us offer our next rosary for her, and for the ongoing and deepening conversion of her family, and also that we ask her to intercede with Jesus for vocation inspiration.

Since she was an early, active and committed member of the Pro-Life Movement, the family suggests donations in lieu of flowers be made to Birth Choice Health Clinics, for the purchase of life-saving 4-D ultrasound equipment.  All contributions will be matched dollar for dollar by the Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus.  Donations and remembrances may be sent in care of:

Mark McElrath
PO Box 59918
Los Angeles, CA 90059
markm@darue.com
Below is a little more on Mark’s mom.
Bonnie was born in Detroit, Michigan August 27, 1923 to Charles and Lucille Vincent.  She graduated from Utica High School, Shelby Township, Michigan where she was active in student government, wrote for the newspaper, lettered in Varsity Basketball, acted in the school theatricals and played in the band.  She then graduated Harper Hospital School of Nursing in Detroit as a Registered Nurse in 1944 after which she served as an active duty member of the US Naval Reserve Nursing Corps during World War II, where she met her husband of 53 years.

As a devoted wife and mother, her passion in life was her 9 children, their spouses and her grandchildren and great grandchildren. A woman ahead of her time, she was actively involved in her church, her children’s activities and in her community.  As a leader, she served as Presidents of the Orange County Women’s Deanery and the Orange County Right to Life League, and she was also the secretary of the Orange County AAU Swim Association.  She was an active member of the Heritage Foundation Presidents Circle, the Young America’s Foundation and a strong supporter of The Leadership Institute in Arlington, Virginia.  She worked in children’s psychiatric health care as a nurse with the Orange County Hospital, which is today UCI Medical Center.   Later in life, she and her husband took on the challenge of starting a small woman’s retail clothing business which grew from 1 to 14 locations with headquarters in Palm Desert and Long Beach, which was followed by their purchase of DaRue of California, a Los Angeles based women’s apparel manufacturer which they grew into an international brand of which she was the CFO and then Chairman of the Board of Directors.

Following the death of her husband, she became an active member of St. Andrew’s Abbey, a Benedictine community in Valyermo, California.  Her final years were spent in residence at St. John of God Retirement and Care Center in Los Angeles, an apostolate of the Hospitaller Brothers of St. John of God for the care of senior citizens.  Her final days were spent in the care of the dedicated staff of St. Vincent’s Medical Center in Los Angeles, a ministry of the Daughters of Charity.

Bonnie was preceded in death by her husband Neil McElrath and son Thomas.  She is survived by daughters Karen Monroe, Meg Firestone, Mary McElrath Brauner and sons Stephen, Tim, Michael, Richard, and Mark, their spouses,  19 grandchildren and 11 great grandchildren, sister Roberta Mocabee and brother-in-law David Mocabee of Green Valley AZ.

May she rest in peace!
Christmas Dinner Reminder
Our Club’s Christmas dinner is Tuesday night, December 13th, at Khoury’s – address is 110 N. Marina Drive, Long Beach, CA 90308.  We will begin the evening with Holy Mass at 6:00 PM, and then make a short drive to Khoury’s.  The menu will be a choice of Steak, Chicken or Fish, with Salad, Drink and Dessert. The cost is $25 - feel free to bring a guest.  Please call Linda Wright at 714-846-9438 to make your reservation and give your menu choice. 

Looking ahead at Serra events, please note that dates have been assigned for:

· ALTAR SERVERS RECEPTION  - 1/14/12, Mass at 10:00 AM at Holy Family Cathedral

· PRIEST ORDINATION RECEPTION - 6/9/12, Mass at 10:00 AM; location to be decided

District Doings
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Nancy Ivary 
District Governor

Serra District 127     
OC Serra Clubs

Unite In Prayer
One of my first responsibilities as District Governor has been to produce an 18 month calendar.  This includes all of the events we Serrans in District 127 recognize, celebrate, and promote.  On it, each of our 4 clubs is assigned the task of being in charge of some of our many activities and responsibilities.  If you’ve been in Serra for very long, you know that these occasions are numerous.  They can keep us very busy!  However, not all of our work is related to events.

Among the many duties associated with Serra’s mission for vocations is the promotion within our various parishes of 4 very special times which the Church has instituted to recognize and promote vocations:  National Vocations Awareness Week in January, World day of Prayer for Consecrated Life in February, World Day of Prayer for Vocations in the Easter season, and Priesthood Sunday in October.  It can be confusing to distinguish the distinct purpose of each of these special times.  They tend to run together and overlap.  So I thought it might be helpful to provide a little background.  We can best fulfill our commitment to promote them if we understand them.  Two of these are Worldwide, and two of them are from our National Council of Bishops.

In 1964, Pope Paul VI instituted the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  The 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, was designated for its celebration.  This year Pope Benedict XVI spoke of the need on this day for priests to renew their commitment to walk in the footsteps of the “Good Shepherd” and for the church to “safeguard this gift [the priesthood], to esteem it and love it.”  The Lord never stops calling people to the priesthood and consecrated life.  We are all, especially Serrans, called to honor and respect those who have answered this call and to encourage and pray for those presently being called.  On this special day we invite our parishes to join us in this prayer.  Special bulletin inserts and prayer cards for distribution may be helpful in this effort.

In 1997, Pope John Paul II instituted a World Day of Prayer for Women and Men in Consecrated Life: religious sisters, nuns, brothers, religious priests and monks, who consecrate their lives to live as community, embracing poverty, chastity, and obedience.  The Pope declared that “the consecrated life is at the very heart of the Church.”  The purpose of this day is 1) to praise the Lord for the gift of consecrated life, 2) to promote knowledge of and esteem for the consecrated life, and 3) to invite those living the consecrated life to celebrate what the Holy Spirit has accomplished in them and give witness to their joy.  We are called at this time to recognize and honor them.

In 1976, The National Conference of Catholic Bishops designated the 28th Sunday (October) as the beginning of National Vocation Awareness Week.  In 1997 this was moved to coincide with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, February 2, (the week to begin the following Sunday).   At his time the baby Jesus was himself presented to the Father and consecrated to him heart, mind, and soul.  We are all called to help educate young people about the importance of silent prayer and taking time to listen to God’s voice in our hearts, discovering and consecrating ourselves to whatever vocation God has chosen for each of us.  This is a good time for us to work with school children and young adults, especially in our parishes.  And it is a good time for all of us to contemplate our own calling from the Lord and recommit to - re-consecrate ourselves to - that vocation.

In 2003, the Council of Bishops established the last Sunday in October as Priesthood Sunday.  It is to be led by the lay faithful of all parishes in the country, each developing their own special way of marking the day and honoring their parish priests both at Mass and at other parish events such as social celebrations and school activities.  The bishops requested Serra USA to lead the effort to promote this special day of celebration.
This year, Serra International invited us to plan a day for all Serrans to come together in September to pray fervently for vocations:  SERRAUnites!  Our clubs hosted a beautiful celebration of Adoration, Rosary and Mass for vocations.  Hopefully this special day will continue to pull us together in prayer for our church and its servants.

Serra Prayer for Vocations

O God, who wills not the death of a sinner, but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech You, through the intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, Blessed Junipero Serra and all the saints, an increase of laborers for Your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Prayer for Vocations


 St. Anne’s – Adoration at St. Anne’s is on the first Friday after the 9:00 a.m. mass through the 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Holy Hour.  All other Fridays, the hours of adorations are 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. before mass.
St. Bonaventure - Adoration at St. Bonaventure is held on the 7th day of every month, beginning at the end of the 8:30 a.m. Mass, and going throughout the day and night until the first Mass the following morning.  The Blessed Sacrament is also exposed every weekday morning after the 6:30 a.m. Mass until it is time for the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Holy Spirit - Holy Spirit's monthly designated day of adoration is on the 4th of each month.  We also have 24 hour weekly adoration every Friday beginning after the 9:00 a.m. Mass and ending with Benediction on Saturday at 8:45 a.m.

Sts. Simon and Jude - Adoration at Sts. Simon & Jude is held on the 2nd Monday of the month, beginning after the 7:30 a.m. Mass and continuing until Benediction at 7:00 p.m.  It is being held in the church again now that the major building project is completed.  
St. Vincent De Paul - At St. Vincent de Paul church, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held continuously from Monday at 9:00 a.m. (except for Mass times) until 7:00 a.m. Thursday morning.
St. Hedwig - At St. Hedwig church, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held on the 16th of each month.  Church address is 11482 Los Alamitos Blvd. in Los Alamitos; phone is (562) 296-9000.
Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Junipero Serra

Heavenly Father, we ask you to look lovingly on the missionary journey of your faithful servant, Junipero Serra.  His steadfast efforts in founding nine missions in California and the conversion of thousands of Native Americans have inspired the formation and work of Serra International.  This ministry in Father Serra's name is to encourage and affirm vocations to priesthood and vowed religious life.  We pray that you bless this holy and courageous missionary and grant him the ultimate honor of Sainthood in your heavenly kingdom.  We ask this in the name of Thy Blessed Trinity and of Mary, Queen of vocations.  Amen.
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