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News of West Orange County Serra Club – January 2012
6872 Spickard Drive
Huntington Beach CA 92647 
FUTURE EVENTS CALENDER
January 14, 2012 Altar Servers Reception 10:00 AM at Holy Family Cathedral 

January 24, 2012 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s, with guest speaker Maureen Pekar on Respect for Life 
February 5, 2012 World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 

February 14, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
February 28, 2012 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s, with guest speaker Al Castellano about Mt. Angel Seminary 
March 3, 2012 Serra Day of Recollection

March 13, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
March 18, 2012 Visit to St. John’s Seminary in Camarillo

March 27, 2011 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 
April 10, 2012 Board Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s Hall
April 24, 2011 Mass and General Meeting 6:00 PM at St. Anne’s 
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President’s Message

Dear Serrans,

Happy New Year!  I hope you enjoyed a very prayerful and grace filled Advent and the joys of the Christmas Season.  

I would like to start this note by thanking each and every one of you for your prayers and support after the passing of my mother Bonnie on November 11 at the age of 88.  There have been so many graces for me and my family along the way and I know your prayers have a great deal to do with them.  Bonnie’s passing gave me a great opportunity to reflect on the idea of vocation.  We are all called to live vocation, whatever our state in life and our Serra Club is a great example of this; to pray for and encourage vocations to the priesthood and religious life.  

OK, you will see in the calendar of events that our next speaker will be Maureen Pekar.  Maureen in the Pro-Life Representative for St. Anne’s parish.  She will be a giving a talk on the bedrock fundamentals of the dignity of each human person, from conception to natural death.  Seeing how our meeting will take place just after the 39th anniversary of the Roe vs. Wade decision (January 21, 1973) the timing for this talk is extremely appropriate to remind ourselves on what our individual responsibilities are with regards to life issues.

During the January 24 General Club meeting we will also be calling for candidates who would like to consider serving in leadership with our club.  We will identify those who wish to stand for officer positions, and then in March we will vote and the new slate will be trained in April in anticipation of the installation dinner which takes place in May.  Serra is an international apostolate and a great way to meet like-minded people who are committed to praying for and promoting vocations.  Please consider coming forward for a leadership position.  If you have any questions as to what those duties might entail you can email me at mark@catholicsatworkoc.com and we can explore how the Holy Spirit might be calling you to serve.

 

Saturday, January 14 is the reception for Altar Servers at Holy Family Cathedral in Orange.  We have been asked by the host County Club to send volunteers to help on the set up shift from 9:00am to 10:30am.  If you can lend a hand, that would be great.  Please coordinate your availability with Al Castellano via email at alckofc@gmail.com.  He will keep track of who and when etc…  Thank you in advance for your support.

 

Wishing you all the best.

 

In the Immaculata,

Mark

Program Update
Here is an update from Secretary Linda Wright on upcoming Programs:

Serra Club member Maureen Pekar will speak about Respect Life at our January meeting.  In February, member Al Castellano will speak about his trip to Mt. Angel Seminary and will show pictures.  In April we hope to get Sr. Kathleen Marie from St. Joachim Parish School who will talk about her vocation.  
For District activities, March 3rd is the Serra Day of Recollection, and March 18th will be our annual trip to St. John Seminary in Camarillo to visit with the seminarians.  April 28th is set for Leadership Training, and May 21st will be the Officer Installation Mass and Dinner at the St. Joseph Motherhouse.

District Doings
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Nancy Ivary






District Governor

Serra District 127
New Years Resolutions!

It’s the time of year to look ahead and think about what we would really like to accomplish.  We pray for guidance, for help (both supernatural and fraternal) and for perseverance.  When it comes to my hopes for the Serra Clubs of Orange County, I realize that we have some ongoing challenges.  We are concerned about our international and national organization as well as local concerns.

WHERE IS GOD CALLING YOU TO SERVE THIS YEAR?

· We need to build up our membership.

· We need to find effective ways to build up the Msgr. Sammon Fund to support local vocations.

· We need a committee to help plan an interesting, inviting and effective officer training for April.

· We need a committed group to work with the College Connection for Catholics to keep our young people connected to the Church and thinking about possible vocations.

· We need to find, before June, someone willing to assume the position of District Governor Elect.

· We need to work on our Serra District Website, making it more informative, inviting and resourceful.

· We need to pray for and to encourage in every way possible a peaceful resolution to the legal dissention between Serra International (SI) and Serra Council USA (USAC).

· We hope for lots of volunteers and support for the receptions we provide for the Bishop when there are ordinations and special events.

· We hope for massive participation in our district, national & International events such as:  

           Visit to St. Michael’s Abbey, March Seminary Trip & Day of Recollection, April 
Leadership Training, May Installation, June SI Convention, August Ordinati, 
September Golf, and October Regional Convention.  

May the Lord bless you with health and may he use you to accomplish his good work in our community.
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